
Sophie W. - Guardian for Mother 
 
Three years ago, after becoming guardian, Sophie moved her 
mother from their village on the Kuskokwim to Anchorage 
because she needed regular medical care only available in 
Anchorage. The mother lives with Sophie and her children. In the 
first months, she was pleading to return to the village because 
she missed her friends so much. 
 
Sophie also saw that it was tiring for her mom to speak English all 
the time when she was used to living in a Yup’ik-speaking world. 
She herself began to use Yup’ik again more often and asked her 
mom to speak to the grandchildren in Yup’ik. She also has 
encouraged Yup’ik-speaking acquaintances from their church to 
visit. 
 
She also has established better contact with her Native 
organization to learn about social events and other opportunities 
in the city.  
 
After a discussion with her mom, Sophie has also decided that 
she, her mother, and the children will use dividend money to 
return to the village at least once a year, probably during fish 
season. 
 

 
 
Study Points 



 
● Sophie sees that a major problem for her mom is isolation 

from the world she knows. 
 

● Flexibility in the use of money can help to solve problems. 
 

● Making adjustments in the household can be a benefit for 
everyone in the family.  Speaking Yup’ik regularly and going 
home to the village annually keeps the children and Sophie 
connected with important parts of their culture. 


